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Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  The Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to five minutes in length on 

matters occurring since the publication of his Report.  Assembly Members have submitted one request for a 

topic for inclusion within the update.  This is from Assembly Member Shah and relates to the incident at Baker 

Street Underground station.  Mr Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Thank you.  Good morning, Chairman, Assembly Members and members of 

the public in the gallery.  This is the third time I have been before you in 10 days so I will keep my opening 

statement short, Chairman.   

 

I continue to stand up for our city as Mayor and to work on a number of new initiatives to improve the lives of 

Londoners.  This includes stepping up London’s preparation in case of a catastrophic no-deal Brexit scenario 

and ensuring that 3,000 new homes will be built on the remaining legacy sites at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 

Park, with the level of affordable housing boosted to 50%.  The percentage of homes previously granted 

permission that were affordable was only 29%.   

 

Since the last Mayor’s Question Time (MQT) my main focus has been doing everything possible to tackle 

violent crime in our city, not only working with the police but also our programmes to tackle the extremely 

complex root causes of violent crime.  I continue to work very closely with the new dedicated Violent Crime 

Task Force that is funded by City Hall.  I am determined that this unit has everything it needs to focus on the 

worst-affected areas of London.  That is why, early this week, we decided to temporarily move 122 officers 

from the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) Roads and Transport Policing Command over to the Violent Crime 

Task Force.  This is drastic action that I would rather we did not have to take, but the Prime Minister’s refusal 

to give our police service the funding they need has left us with no choice.   

 

I have also continued our initiatives to bring together the police with local councils, community groups and 

others to open a public health approach to tackle knife crime, and I have continued to deliver projects through 

our new £45 million Young Londoners Fund, which is providing young people with positive alternatives to 

crime and violence.  As part of this, we have supported hundreds of activities over the summer to help young 

people keep away from the dangers of crime.   

 

But while we continue to take this kind of positive, immediate action in London, the Government’s crippling 

cuts to the MPS and youth services are making it much harder to tackle violent crime.  Just this week the 

National Audit Office, the public spending watchdog, revealed that Ministers do not even know the impact 

their funding cuts have had on police forces.  Londoners certainly do, and it seems it has been obvious to 

everyone except the Government.  Cuts really do have consequences and I will continue to lobby the Prime 

Minister and the Government for the extra resources we desperately need to keep our city safe.   

 

I look forward to answering further questions during the course of the morning but the first one, as you said 

earlier on, Chairman, is in relation the incident at Baker Street on 7 September [2018], and it is asked by 

Assembly Member Navin Shah.   
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I want to begin my answer by saying how relieved I am that the family who were involved in the incident at 

Baker Street were unharmed.  I want to offer them, and I am sure the Assembly does as well, our very best 

wishes.  I also want to commend staff at Transport for London (TfL), whose quick reactions and 

professionalism helped to ensure that the family were kept free from serious harm.  As soon as operational 

staff became aware there were people on the track, emergency responders including TfL’s Network Incident 

Response Team and the British Transport Police were dispatched to the site and Baker Street station was 

closed.  Action was swiftly taken to switch off the electrical current in the area and an off-duty member of 

staff went under the train to assist the family back on to the platform.  Around 50 minutes after the incident, 

the station was reopened and services resumed.   

 

Officers at TfL have reviewed footage from cameras on the platform and spoken to the people involved.  They 

have concluded that this was an accident.  Fortunately, incidents like this on the Tube network are extremely 

rare.  I have personally written to both the driver of the train and the off-duty member of staff to thank them 

for their bravery and professionalism.   
 


